
                                                               1                                    Bay County Currents 

 

September 2018 

In November 2016, Bay County voters, 
by a margin of more than 10 percent, 

passed a half-cent sales tax aimed at 

funding much-needed road and 

infrastructure improvements.  The tax 

is for use exclusively in Bay County to 

repair local roads, increase neighborhood 

safety through pedestrian paths and 

sidewalks to schools, reduce 

neighborhood flooding, and reduce traffic 

congestion. The sales tax is estimated to 

generate roughly $21 million annually, to 

be split between the county and its cities 

by a formula based on population. For Bay 

County, that means some $12 million in 

revenue each year that must be spent on the roughly $127 million 

in needed roadway and infrastructure improvements, as mandated 

by the ballot language. As an added layer of protection to ensure 

the money is spent wisely, a citizensô oversight committee was 

empaneled and meets regularly to check the countyôs progress. 

The increased revenues have allowed the county to begin to 

address a $57.4 million backlog in needed road resurfacing as well 

as embark on other infrastructure improvements, including bridge 

replacements, intersection improvement projects, dirt road 

stabilization, capacity and stormwater improvements, roadway 

safety, and more. The dollars raised by the sales tax must be 

spent inside Bay County on local projects. Tallahassee and 

Washington, D.C. have no say on how or where the money is 

spent; however, the availability of the funding has made grant 

applications that require matching funds more competitive. 
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Collections of the 

sales tax began in 

early 2017, and as 

of May 2018, Bay 

County has collected 

almost  $17 million 

in revenues and has 

garnered an 

additional $16 

million in matching 

grants from the state 

and federal 

government.    

To date, Bay County 

has completed 11 of 

45 projects 

budgeted for the first 

three years of the 

tax and another 14 

are under 

construction or 

contract. The 

remaining projects 

are in various stages 

of design or 

planning.  

On the following 

page is a detailed 

status of the first 3 

year project list.   
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